Relations between social skills and ward behavior in chronic schizophrenia.
The relationship between social skills and ward behavior among chronic schizophrenia patients was investigated. Twenty-eight inpatients participated in an unstructured role play test and were rated by staff members on a number of indices of ward behavior (e.g., social interactions, inappropriate behavior). Overall, there was a relationship between social skill on the role play and social behavior on the ward. Speech clarity was the social skill most strongly related to ward behavior, even when controlling for symptomatology. However, several other social skill variables (e.g., gaze, affect) were not related to social adjustment. The results are discussed in terms of the validity of social skill assessments in patients with chronic schizophrenia, and their implications for psychosocial treatment of this population.